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something. The plots on those things are so contrived: everything is
g0 forced, I can't bel ieve rpeople watch them."”

"They want to beljieve them: ohce ¥ou say something is'nt impossible,
gradually vou co to believe it can become possible."

"I guess, but I still think they 're stupid. Good for a few yuks, 1
SUuppose."

"Ya well go in there and vuK away - I've got serious work toc do."
"Hey Ouwhindamon , thought you were watching TV, not cutting Zzzzzs."

"Oh, must have believed sleep uwas possible and tooK an opportunity to
prove it to mvself. khat haprened on 'All my Progeny?"

"That's 'All my Children', Owhindaman. I don't Know, 1 was looKing
over the deeds. 'm finished. As far as I can tell they are exact
reproducticons. We should probably get started on the rest of the

deeds . "

"How are we going |to get this deed to the Mantodeii?"

"We'll have some of our pecple talkK to their people again to arrange
for them to meet Wou. Then we'll give them vour coordinates so that
they can use the transport to get here."

"My coordinates? |You mean there are some sort of coordinates vou can
use *to beam in here?"

"Of course, but there pretty highly guarded - locKed in the mainframe
at Federation headquarters. Have to post bond to get the coordinates.
The bond is intended to deter people from harming one anocther. of
course, the bond is'nt alwavs effective."”

"How comforting. lWell anvway, the Mantodeii get my coordinates and
transport over. When do vou think all this will happen?”

"In & matter of & few days I should thinK. Once they have the deed in
hand, they'll probably send an expedition over to inspect the planet.
0f courze, the Panterran will blow their ship out of the air just as
soon as it materialises in the atmosphere. Within a few weekKs there
will be all-out ujr.“

"Hey vou Know, I just thought of something. Won't they ruin the entire




Planet in this war?"

' don't think. sob Paul!. |The Planet is too waluable; they won't riskK
it. Most of the fighting will be done in space - probably uhere the
ships come cut of h¥perspace: mavbe even in the area of space where
they make the initial jump. It's hard to predict their stategy, except
to say that nhuclears probably won't be used in the confrontation."

"Well, I'l11l tell you what - since we have the deeds made, I think I'l1
be on my way. Why don't vou get some rest; I think things will get
rather hectic in the next few davs. You can expect to be hearing from
the Mantodeii within a short while. Don't be alarmed by their
appearance; they ill probably seem quite alien to vou. Just stay calm
and everything wil be all right. If you need any help, just call for
me . And remember if I send to wyou while vou're in the middle of a
conversation, don!t act alarmed. Good-byve for now, Paul™"

"Good night, Owhindamon. Sleep within the bosom of the Feople."

"The same to vou my friend," came the wordless reply.
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